
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 9ƴŘ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊƳ Message  
At The Victory Academy we are committed 
to ensuring that all our students Belong and 
Achieve. This newsletter gives a wonderful 
snapshot of all that has taken place since 
September. We continue to be proud of all 
our students and how they work hard every 
day to prioritise their learning. It is also right 
to celebrate the continued dedication, skill 
and enthusiasm of our staff team who work 
tirelessly to enable our students to thrive. 

 
Since September, we have continued to focus on our three values; 
Be Kind, Work Hard, Celebrate All. There are examples of all these 
in the pages that follow. Kindness has been demonstrated day in day 
out through small acts. However, it has also been seen in student 
participation in events such as World Mental Health Day, giving food 
and supplies for Medway Street Angels and Medway Foodbank, 
whole school participation in our Act of Remembrance and joining 
ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ І²Ŝ!ǊŜhƴŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ψ¦ƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΦ 
 
Our students continue to work hard. In lessons we have seen 
students focused and participating fully in their learning. 
Assessment has enabled our teachers and students to clearly 
identify areas of strength and improvement. Outside of the 
classroom we have seen students prepare and present speeches to 
be part of our Student Council, perform poetry in the Courtyard and 
devise performances as part of their coursework. 
 
All our students deserve to be celebrated. We have seen both 
individual and team sporting success alongside our School Games 
Gold Award. We saw over 170 students collect their Artsmark 
certificates and as a school we were delighted to receive our 
Thinking School accreditation through the University of Exeter. 
Finally, our Victory Scientists continued to excel as part of the Big 
STEM Challenge. 
 
This newsletter is a celebration of all these things and much more! I 
am very much looking forward to continuing to work with you all in 
2026 to ensure all our students continue to Belong and Achieve. I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

  
 
 
. 
 
 

Key Dates  
Term 3 
Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th 
February 2026 
 
Year 8 HPV & Years 9-11 Catch-up HPV 
Vaccinations ς Wednesday 14th January 
Year т tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ς Thursday 15th 
January 
#WeAreOne Week of Thinking ς Monday 
26th January 
¸ŜŀǊ мл tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ς Thursday 5th 
February 

 

February Break ς Monday 16th 
February to Friday 20th February 
 

Term 4 
Monday 23rd February to Thursday 
2nd April 2026 
 
Year 9 Taster Week ς Monday 2nd March 
¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ς 
Thursday 5th March 
¸ŜŀǊ мн tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ς Thursday 26th 
March 
Students finish early at 12.30pm ς 
Thursday 2nd April 

 

Spring Break ς Monday 6th April to 
Friday 17th April 2026 
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Updates and News  
Advanced Thinking School Award 
We have proudly secured reaccreditation as an Advanced Thinking 
School by the University of Exeter, recognising our commitment to 
transforming life chances through innovative, inclusive, and child-
centred education.  
 
This accolade places the Academy among a select group of schools 
acknowledged for embedding metacognitive approaches across 
every aspect of school life. In their report, the University of Exeter 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ŀǎ άŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŜŀŎƻƴ ƻŦ 
ƳŜǘŀŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ άŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ-leading holistic 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊέΦ 
 

The ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ 
ethos and values, inclusive culture, and 
our Ψ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ ±ƛǊǘǳŜǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
resilience, creativity, and independence. 
Staff were recognised for their innovation, 
care, and strong professional 
development. Assessors also highlighted 
ǘƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ of reflection and 
research, with students and staff engaged 
in Thinking Logbooks, Reflective Journals, 
and lesson study models. Assessment was 
ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ άŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭέΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
supports rather than drives curriculum. 

 
aǊ hǿŜƴΣ IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
recognition is a testament to the unwavering dedication of our staff, 
the curiosity and resilience of our students, and the strong 
partnerships we share with families and our wider community. Our 
vision has always been to put children first, empowering them to 
think deeply, act with confidence, and thrive as lifelong learners. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎΦέ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Striders Challenge 
Winners 
In October we took part in Medway 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Striders challenge, as part 
of the International Walk to School 
Month. From 6th to 10th October we 
asked our students to get involved by 
walking, wheeling, scooting or cycling 
into school. Their journeys were 
logged with their form tutors each 
morning. 
 
We are proud to announce that The 
Victory Academy came 1st in the 
Secondary School category with a 
total of 1762 active journeys. A big 
thank you to everyone who took 
part! 
 

Medway Diversity 
Forum Award 

We are delighted to receive an award 
from the Medway Diversity Forum 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ άƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ 
partnership, and dedication to 
ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
achievement reflects the impact of 
initiatives such as the Youth 
Employment Programme and the 
Suicide Awareness HOPE Project, 
which continue to make a meaningful 
difference in our community. A big 
thank you to all the students and staff 
who were involved. 

  



 

Updates and News  
Uniform 
As part of our Victory Values we take pride in ensuring a high 
standard of uniform and appearance. Ahead of the new year please 
can we ask for support in ensuring students have the correct 
uniform. Items marked * can be purchased from our uniform 
suppliers Monkhouse and School Time. 
 

School Uniform Performing Arts & PE Kit 
Academy blazer* Academy PE top* 

Academy tie (House colour)* Academy half-zip long sleeve top 
(optional)*  

Plain black V-neck jumper (optional 
item in addition to blazer) 

Plain navy shorts, plain navy PE 
skort or plain navy cycling shorts 

White shirt either short or long 
sleeved 

Plain navy jogging bottoms or 
plain navy leggings 

Plain black straight leg trousers (no 
skinny fit, flared or denim) or plain 
black, knee-length pleated skirt (not 
to be rolled up) 

Trainers (for Performing Arts, 
grip socks can be worn as an 
alternative) 

Plain black or white ankle socks (no 
logos, stripes or colours) or plain 
black or skin colour tights 

Navy football socks (desirable) 

Plain black formal enclosed shoes 
(no boots, canvas shoes or trainers) 

Football boots (desirable) 

Black headscarf  Shin pads (desirable) 

 

General Appearance 
¶ One small plain gold or silver stud in the lower lobe with no 

other visible piercings including tongue and nose piercings. 
If clear studs are to be used as an alternative, they should be 
discreet and as minimal as possible. No other clear piercings 
permitted. Students taking part in practical subjects 
(including PE and Performing Arts) will need to remove any 
piercings before participating. 

¶ No other visible jewellery other than a wrist watch 

¶ No make-up including false eyelashes 

¶ Nail polish including false nails should not be worn and will 
have to be removed before entering the Academy 

¶ Hairstyles should be appropriate and of a natural colour and 
not contain exaggerated colours or styles. Patterns or 
tramlines should not be shaved into the hair or eyebrows. 

¶ Hair bands should be plain and either black or navy and of 
discreet size 

¶ Not hats, caps, hoods or durags other than for religious 
purposes 

¶ Hoodies, tracksuit tops, scarfs, denim and leather jackers are 
not permitted 

¶ If belts are to be worn they must be plain black, discreet 
buckle or fastening with no logo 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Magazine 
We are delighted to announce the 
launch of our brand-new student 
magazine, The Vessel. The Autumn 
issue celebrates the many successes 
from Terms 1 and 2, showcasing the 
creativity, talent, and dedication of 
our Sixth Form students. Read it here. 
 
Every article has been written and 
edited by our students themselves, 
reflecting their voices, perspectives, 
and achievements. We are incredibly 
proud of their hard work and 
commitment. A special thank you 
goes to Patrick, our editor, whose 
outstanding visuals have brought the 
magazine to life.  
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΩǎ vw ŎƻŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
thoughts and contribute ideas for the 
next issue. 

https://www.monkhouse.com/school/the-victory-academy-urn-136108
https://schooltime.co.uk/product-category/schools/schools-the-victory-academy/
https://thevictoryacademy.org.uk/site-victory/assets/files/6266/the_vessel_issue_1.pdf


 

Updates and News  
Bronze Arts Awards 
We are proud to celebrate the remarkable success of 176 Year 8 
students who have achieved their Bronze Arts Award, a nationally 
recognised Level 1 qualification granted by Trinity College London in 
association with Arts Council England. 
 
¢ƘŜ .ǊƻƴȊŜ !Ǌǘǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
creativity, leadership, and reflective skills through engagement with 
the arts. As a two-time Platinum Artsmark School, we champion 
creativity and cultural education as a core part of our curriculum. 
This achievement reflects our ongoing commitment to nurturing 
artistic talent and promoting cultural understanding among our 
students. 
 
The journey began in Year 7, when students embarked on an 
inspiring project exploring Adinkra symbols, the traditional African 
symbols from Ghana dating back to the 1800s. Guided by our Art 
department, students researched the meanings behind these 
symbols and created their own identity symbols to celebrate the 
diversity of cultures and identities within our school community. 
They combined research with practical weaving skills to design 
decorative canvases showcasing their unique symbols, resulting in a 
stunning collection of creative work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This accomplishment not only highlights our ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
perseverance but also reinforces our role as a leader in arts 
education. By embedding cultural learning and creative expression 
into the curriculum, we ensure that every student has the 
opportunity to thrive and develop skills that will benefit them far 
beyond the classroom. 
 
LǎƭŀΣ ¸ŜŀǊ уΥ άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ 
was a different kind of art which I found really fun. I feel proud that 
L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¸ŜŀǊ у ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sixth Form 
Volunteering 
We are incredibly proud of the way 
our Sixth Form students contribute to 
school life and the wider community. 
Their commitment and leadership 
shine through in roles such as: 

¶ Supporting our community 
garden 

¶ Acting as mentors for 
younger students 

¶ Guiding peers as reading 
mentors 

¶ Assisting with reprographics 
to keep everything running 
smoothly 

 
These opportunities help our 
students grow as leaders, 
collaborators, and role models ς 
making a real difference both inside 
and outside the classroom. 
 

 



 

Updates and News  

School Meals 
All the meals provided at the Academy are prepared and cooked on the premises by our Catering Team, 
LƴƴƻǾŀǘŜΦ {Ŝŀǎƻƴŀƭ ƳŜƴǳǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾƛǎŜŘ ōȅ LƴƴƻǾŀǘŜΩǎ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘΦ 
Please see below the weekly menus, which can also be viewed on our website with the prices and Meal Deal 
options. 
 
At the beginning of each day, every student has access to a free breakfast, to ensure they are energised and 
ready to learn. The school site is open for students from 8am daily and at this time students will be able to 
enter the Galley for Breakfast Club. At break and lunch times, items can be purchased from the Galley and 
our outdoor serving point, The Sub. Sixth Form students can also use the café in our new Sixth Form Centre. 
 
LǘŜƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ !ǊōƻǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŜŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
Meals. To check your eligibility and apply, please fill in the form on our website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://thevictoryacademy.org.uk/our-school/students-and-parents/school-meals/
https://thevictoryacademy.org.uk/our-school/students-and-parents/school-meals/


 

 

 
 
 
Terms 1 and 2 Events  

Student Council Elections 
In Term 1 students had the opportunity to present 
their campaign speeches for the role of Student 
Council Representative. Each candidate presented 
to their year group during assembly, showcasing 
confidence, creativity, and a commitment to making 
a difference.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the speeches, we held the Student 
Council election. Every year group took part in the 
voting process, they were given ballot slips and 
went to an individual booth to replicate a real 
polling station. The elections ran smoothly and we 
are incredibly proud of all our students for their 
enthusiasm and participation. A special thank you to 
our Sixth Form Leadership team for their support 
across the event.  
 
Congratulations to our Student Council: 

¶ Year 7 ς Jessica T and Razvan M 

¶ Year 8 ς Kieron T and Ophelia B 

¶ Year 9 ς Olanrewaju S and Fayth C 

¶ Year 10 ς Derry A and Malvin F 

¶ Year 11 ς Amina H and Ishaq H 
 
The team have already been working hard to 
represent the voices of students and bring 
meaningful change. We look forward to the 
continued impact of their leadership in the new 
year. 

 MP Visit 
In November we welcomed MP Tris Osbourne to 
meet with our Student Council. Following a tour of 
the school, they met for a thoughtful discussion on 
key topics such as: 

¶ The impact of technology and mobile 
phones on young people 

¶ Funding for schools 

¶ Positive activities for young people outside 
school 

¶ Future careers and aspirations 
 
Our students valued the chance to share their 
ideas, ask questions, and engage directly with Tris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Harvest Festival 
Throughout October and November we collected 
Harvest Festival donations to support our local 
community and Medway Food Bank. A big thank 
you to everyone who supported and donated! 

  



 

 
 
 
 
Terms 1 and 2 Events  

Remembrance Day 
On Tuesday 11th November The Victory Academy 
held a Remembrance Service to remember those in 
the Armed Forces and their families. The whole 
school service began with a prayer and a reading 
of Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀƴŘΩ ōȅ WƻƘƴ .ŀƛƭŜȅ. The playing of the Last 
Post on the trumpet then signalled the start of the 
silence. After this a wreath was laid at the foot of 
our flagpole as a mark of respect for those who have 
lost their lives.  
 
Students demonstrated impeccable conduct 
throughout the service, listening attentively, and 
upheld the traditions of the day with grace and 
maturity. It was a moving tribute that highlighted 
our commitment to remembering and respecting 
those who gave so much. 
 

European Day of Languages 
In September we celebrated European Day of 
Languages, a special occasion that highlights the 
joys and importance of learning new languages. To 
mark the day, our Modern Foreign Languages 
department organised a lunchtime cake stall with a 
twist! Students were invited to claim delicious free 
treats ς but only if they asked for them in French 
and Spanish. The event was a fun and interactive 
way to encourage everyone to practice their 
language skills outside the classroom. 

 Grain LNG Careers Trip 
In September Ms Wilson and Ms Littlemore took 
five students to Grain LNG. They enjoyed the 
opportunity to join other schools from Medway on 
a behind the scenes tour of the site. They were 
given valuable information by specialist staff 
regarding the day to day running of the plant, 
exploring new power generation setups and 
discussing their environmental impact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the schools then came together to create a site 
model using the information they had learnt 
throughout the day. They were also given a talk on 
different careers and progression routes at LNG. 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Terms 1 and 2 Events  

The Feast of St. Nicholas 
On Friday 5th December, our school embraced the 
festive spirit with a delightful celebration of the 
Feast of St. Nicholas. This cherished tradition 
brought joy and excitement to our students as they 
welcomed a very special visitor. 
 
In true St. Nicholas fashion, students placed their 
shoes outside the classroom doors, eagerly awaiting 
his arrival. Much to their delight, St. Nicholas filled 
the shoes with chocolate treats, spreading holiday 
cheer throughout the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS3 Christmas Party 
Our Year 7, 8 and 9 students enjoyed their Christmas 
party in December. There was music, food, face 
painting, games, and a raffle to win prizes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children in Need 
On Friday 14th November we supported Children in 
Need with a day of fundraising activities, including 
the annual polka dot face painting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Mental Health Day 
In October our school community came together to 
celebrate World Mental Health Day, an initiative 
that raises awareness about the importance of 
mental wellbeing. To show support, our staff wore 
yellow to symbolise hope and positivity. At 
lunchtime our students participated in a creative 
activity where they wrote uplifting messages. These 
messages were then used to create a display 
celebrating belong and unity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 
 
Art  

Art Ambassadors 
We are delighted to announce our new Art 
Ambassadors for this academic year: 

¶ Year 7: Sarah, Delia and Amy 

¶ Year 8: Peyton, Warren and Lukas 

¶ Year 9: Connie and Skylar 
 
As Art Ambassadors they will play an important part 
in promoting artistic initiatives, assisting with 
projects, and encouraging students to engage with 
creative opportunities. We look forward to working 
closely with the tram and celebrating the exciting 
projects they will help bring to life. 
 

Power of Us Event 
In October our KS3 Art Club students took part in the 
#WeAreOne Power of Us event. Through their 
creative work they showcased powerful messages 
of equality and pride in who they are, celebrating 
diversity within our school community. 
 
 

 Student Artwork 
Lucy in Year 11 has produced an A2 portrait using 
tonal pencils as part of her coursework final piece. 
 
Amber in year 13 has used oil paint onto MDF wood 
surface to represent a natural environment as part 
of her design idea development for her A Level 
coursework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Viktoria in Year 12 has produced an oil painting of 
lemons using the impasto technique with a spatula, 
for her BTEC Art coursework. 

  



 

 
 
 
 
English  

Poetry Performance 
On Friday 3rd October we celebrated National 
Poetry Day with an inspiring poetry performance at 
lunchtime. Our poets performed a range of pieces, 
from original compositions to beautifully 
memorised works, each delivered with passion, 
creativity and confidence. Every student who 
participated should feel immensely proud of their 
achievement. Their willingness to share their voices 
and celebrate the art of poetry made this event truly 
memorable. Congratulations to all our performers! 
 

Youth Laureate Competition 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
recent success at the Medway Youth Laureate 
competition in November. Huge congratulations to 
Julija in Year 12 who won the 1st place prize with her 
ǇƻŜƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ CƭŀƳŜΩΦ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are also super proud of Sara in Year 12 as her 
ǇƻŜƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ǎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ²Ƙƻ L ¦ǎŜŘ ¢ƻ .ŜΩ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ 
ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜǎΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
The poems were on display in Chatham library 
throughout November, and the winners of the 
competition will have various opportunities for 
mentorship and workshops throughout the year. 

 Othello Theatre Trip 
On Wednesday 19th November Dr Bennett, Miss 
{ǘŜŜǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ōǊŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ όŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
tourists!) to take ten Year 12 and Year 13 students 
to see Othello at Theatre Royal Haymarket. The 
production was a masterful reimagining, with a 
star-studded cast, and has enriched our A Level 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΣ ŀ ǎŜǘ ǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ 
their upcoming exams. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Christmas Carol Performance 
This term our Year 10 students had the opportunity 
to watch one of their GCSE texts, A Christmas Carol, 
performed live by Quantum Theatre. It was lovely 
to see the text bought to life in such an imaginative 
way by the cast, including all of the key quotes 
needed for the exam. Well done Year 10 for your 
impeccable attentiveness to such an important day. 

  



 

 
 
 
 
Geography  

Building Strong Geographers 

Year 7 ς Mapping the World & Understanding Our 
Weather 
Our newest geographers made an excellent start 
with a full introduction to map skills. They learnt 
where places are, how to read symbols, scale and 
direction, and ended the term with an impressive 
OS map group challenge, planning routes like real 
navigators and explorers. They are now moving on 
to Weather and Climate ς the fundamentals for 
every budding geographer. This topic lays the 
groundwork for understanding everything from 
storms to global climate patterns, inspiring future 
forecasters, meteorologists and climate scientists. 
 
Year 8 ς From Rivers to Migration 
Year 8 immersed themselves in the world of Rivers 
and Flooding in Term 1, learning how landscapes are 
shaped and how communities respond. This term 
they moved on to Migration, exploring why people 
move, the challenges they face and the global 
patterns that shape our world ς vital knowledge for 
future careers in government, international 
development and social research. 
 
 

 Year 9 ς Development and Coasts 
Students began this year with Development, 
comparing global inequalities and what makes 
countries progress. They have now taken to the 
coastline to study Erosion, Deposition and Coastal 
Management ς key skills for future coastal 
engineers, environmental consultants and 
sustainability specialists. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deepening Knowledge and 
Strengthening Skills 

Year 10 ς Resource Management and The Living 
World 
Year 10 explored how essential resources ς water, 
energy and food ς are managed around the world, 
before diving into The Living World. They have been 
learning how plants and animals adapt to extreme 
environments like deserts and rainforests, 
mirroring the work of ecologists, conservationists 
and environmental scientists. 

  



 

 
 
 
 
Geography  
Year 11 ς Prepping for the Future 
This term has been focused and purposeful as Year 
11 studied Urban Issues and Natural Hazards. From 
megacities to earthquakes and tropical storms, they 
are developing a strong understanding of the real-
world challenges tackled by urban planners, hazard 
specialists and emergency response teams. 
 

Advanced Geography in Action 

Year 12 ς A Fantastic Start to A Level Geography 
Our Year 12 students have shown real enthusiasm 
as they began Dryland Landscapes and Changing 
Spaces, Making Places. They also completed the 
first of their four NEA fieldwork days with a visit to 
Bluewater, investigating how a sense of place shifts 
across the seasons ς just like professional 
geographers, place analysts and environmental 
researchers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 13 ς Tackling Global Challenges 
Year 13 have moved into their final topics: Climate 
Change and Disease Dilemmas. These units 
challenge students to think critically about the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ them for 
careers in environmental policy, global health, 
climate science and beyond.  

 Photography Competition 

This term our Geography department held an 
exciting photography competition. Students and 
staff were invited to submit a photography and 
ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ Ψ.ŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘƻǿƴΩΦ  
Congratulations to our winners: 

¶ Student runner-up ς Barney, Year 8 

¶ Student winner ς Evie, Year 11 

¶ Staff runner-up ς Miss Steeples 

¶ Staff winner ς Mr Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9ǾƛŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΥ άaǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ 
indicators of healthy woodland ecosystems, 
dependent on soil type, moisture, and other 
factors. It shows that we live in a biodiverse area 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦέ 
 
aǊ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ 
me a sense of belonging because it feels natural and 
familiar. The open fairways, trees and fresh air 
connect me to the landscape and its ecosystems. I 
feel the seasons change through the weather, the 
firm ground in the summer and softer turf after 
rain. Walking the course builds my fitness and clears 
my mind. Golf rewards accuracy and persistence, so 
every swing feels like steady improvement. I return 
to the same spaces, learn the slopes and wind, and 
feel ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 



 
 
 
 
 
H istory  

Students Visit Poland 
At the end of Term 1, a group of KS4 and KS5 
students spent four days in Poland, consolidating 
their understanding of the Holocaust and its impact. 
They had a (very) early start and then a packed 
itinerary including a walking tour of Krakow, 
meeting a survivor of the Krakow ghetto, and seeing 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. This was a memorable 
experience for students, who continually asked 
pertinent questions and seized all opportunities to 
extend their understanding.  
 
There was also time to experience the culture of 
Poland and spend time in the beautiful main square. 
This was a great experience for all and we would like 
to thank the staff who enabled this trip to happen. 
 

GCSE Historians 
It has been superb to see how hard our Year 10 
historians have worked since the beginning of this 
academic year. Using our knowledge to answer 
GCSE questions is demanding, but it is great to see 
our students working so hard to create detailed 
revision notes, answer exam questions for OOCL 
with dedication, and then achieve excellent results 
in their assessments. 
 
Here is an excellent answer to an exam question 
from Leah, demonstrating that hard work pays off. 
Well done Leah!  

 A Level History 
A Level History was a new subject offered at The 
Victory Academy this year and we are proud to see 
how engaged students are in their lessons. Students 
(and staff) are working hard and really enjoying the 
course.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gabrielis, Year 12, describes his lessons as 
άƛƴǘǊƛƎǳƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
pockets of information from the one topic to appear 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊέΦ !ƴŘ .ƻōōȅΣ ¸ŜŀǊ мнΣ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ 
lessons are interesting and help me engage in 
debates ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎέΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
strengthening A Level History further. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

H istory  

BHM Competition 
The History department are proud to announce that Mary A, Year 12, is the winner of our Black History Month 
2025 competition ς Standing Firm in Power and Pride. A huge well done for writing a thought-provoking 
poem. We are also pleased to announce that the runners-up are Mariam G, Year 11, and Camari W, Year 7. 
 

 

 

 

  



                       

Maths  

Student Work 
Our KS3 curriculum is designed to interweave topics in Mathematics that were previously learnt in KS2 and 
previous years. Below is an example of how sequences can be graphed on a cartesian plane. The fundamental 
skills learned this term will help students in the coming years with graphic quadratic and cube functions in 
Years 10 and 11. 
 
Fantastic work from our students in Year 8 who explored Coordinates and Graphs this term. Honourable 
mentions to Fatimah O, David O, Dominic M and Penny B who have demonstrated our Victory Virtues notably 
this term, skills and virtues that will surely benefit them in the future! 
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