
A-Level Geography –Taster Session 

What is Geography?

Geography is the study of places and the 
relationships between people and their 
environments. Geographers explore both the 
physical properties of Earth’s surface and the 
human societies spread across it. 

They also examine how human culture 
interacts with the natural environment and the 
way that locations and places can have an 
impact on people.



A-Level Geography is…Topical –Turkey and Syria Earthquake which resulted in over 
50,000 deaths, making it the deadliest earthquake since Haiti in 
2010.

Relevant – Ongoing ‘migrant crisis’ and 
the issues of populist politics Post-Brexit
Dynamic –The rapid changes taking place in London 
and cities across the world as they are ‘gentrified’



• The syllabus is large 
• You will be expected to know your material inside out, the questions will often ask you to use that 

knowledge to apply it to something new 
• Questions are almost all evaluative – in other words they require an informed judgement by you I.e. not 

just what something is but how much you agree or how strong something is. 

• E.g. you will learn about earthquakes case studies but a question could be “Earthquakes don’t kill 
people, buildings do” To what extent do you agree with this statement? /20 

• You need to be prepared to do a lot of reading and research both guided and independently and the 
more the better so that you can shape these opinions and sound like you know what you are talking 
about!
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Exploring the biotechnological potential of 
isoprene-degrading bacteria – Miss Jones’ 
dissertation

Place, Memories and Inter-generational 
relations: Exploring Charlton Athletic 
Football Club Fan Attachment to their 
Stadium, The Valley – Mr Slater’s 
dissertation

Exploring the Paleocene-Eocene Thermal 
Maximum paleoclimate using isotope analysis 
of foraminifera in sediments – Miss Jones’ 
Masters dissertation

How globalisation has 
impacted concepts of 
place.

“Maps are less pictures 
than they are 
arguments.” – Discuss.

A GIS analysis on the prevalence 
and local management of ash 
dieback.

What is the relative effect of 
sea level rise on regional 
infrastructure?

What drives the vertical 
nitrate flux in the 
Western Irish Sea?

A critical comparison of air 
pollution policy methods –
written in the style of a 
government POSTnote



How has 
COVID-19 
changed the 
world?

A-Level Geography is 
also about answering 
the ‘Big Questions’



DISEASE DILEMMAS

Round table: How many 
diseases can you name?





Key word card sort





Infectious vs 
communicable
• Communicable – any disease that can be 

transferred between people either 
directly (contagious so quarantine is 
required) or indirectly (non-contagious so 
no quarantine is required)

• Infectious diseases involve pathogens (an 
organism that causes disease)

• Infectious diseases can be communicable 
and vice versa

• Genetic diseases are communicable but 
not infectious



Which disease is most likely to kill you 
depending on where you live?

Q1. What is the pattern
of disease spread? 

Q2. What factors influence 
these patterns of disease?

Deadly diseases by country

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/health/140610/map-most-deadly-diseases-by-country


Which disease is most likely to kill you 
depending on where you live?

Q1. What is the pattern
of disease spread? 

Northern hemisphere 
the main pattern is heart 
disease which is non-
communicable [NCD].
Africa is largely HIV/AIDS 
which is communicable 
[CD]

Q2. What factors influence 
these patterns of disease?
Physical – relief, climate or 
Socio-economic – level of 

development (how does this 
affect disease/health?)



Source: WHO (2014)

Describe what is happening 



INFECTIOUS DISEASES:  Modes of 
transmission

• All diseases classified as 
‘infectious’ are just that, 
readily passed from person 
to person.

• The diagram shows that 
there are 6 basic organisms 
involved in the spread of 
infectious diseases.

• It also shows there are 6 
main modes of transmission 
[ways they are passed on]








