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Thinking, Teaching & Learning

So.... being a Thinking School means we
regularly think about everything that takes
place.

We explicitly teach students and staff to
think reflectively, critically and creatively
by using Thinking Skills.

We equip staff and pupils with tools they
can use throughout life in order to look at
a topic from various perspectives, achieve
and enjoy learning.
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Students | How we learn

LEARNING

WALKTHRUS

BETTER LEARNING, STEPBYSTEP
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Habits

START WORK

HEADPHONES ON

SET THE TIMER

DECIDE SEQUENCE OF IDENTIFY THE FIRST REPEAT YOUR HABIT JUST SHOW UP ADD A FINISHER'’S
ACTIONS DOMINO REWARD
[

When we make something a habit, our brain does it automatically, without really having to think about it.

Bad habits like biting your nails or staying up late can be really hard to change. However, the same is true of good
habits.

If we make studying into a habit, we'll find ourselves doing it more often, finding it easier to do; even enjoying it
more.

Making something a habit requires us to follow a bit of a formula.
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Explore different
revision

Less stress techniques
and anxiety

Time for
repetition

Identifying topics
that need
attention

Benefits of

starting Get support

revision early on
early

There’s no rush
(no cramming
necessary)

Of—a

. Supports your
REPETITION

mental health
and well being

IS THE KEY
TO MASTERY

Time to practice
exam techniques
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Thinking skills as eftective

revision strategies

Waves are formed by

as

the wind blowing over
the surface of the sea.

Blowing air
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Student Feedback

What did you do?
_D_ What media did you use?
What techniques did you use?

How do you feel about your work?

=
b !_ Why?

What would you like to change or
! improve?
Why?
el | What went well?
e — . .
eptu s f“w:j‘;?“ s qu:v D_ What is the best bit?
8 ‘Wmﬁ”‘lxt‘”ﬁ‘“ pradess 1 ER ‘ Why?
,’ | N"’t\k»"\ Lc‘t:mqk ffn v.«u unL(chNcl\¥¢~“$°( y -
B What could you do differently?
| coun NAd e epbvn Ml—t\bﬂ\_‘ =
B lponts b | E_ What could you add?
[ J0w d\i :',ua e, 3 o okéﬁmk l
B Lataad S oy o S How?
| il : - -
- What are the things you are going to
change?
What is your next step?
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Thinking skills as effective revision strategies

FoR: Exam question and

danswers
‘

Knowledge
from classwork
and text books
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How many squares are there?
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How many squares did you count?
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How many squares are there?
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Circle Map

()

FOR DEFINING

FOR CLASSIFYING

The reason ‘why’ Think Tools work

Bubble Map

FOR DESCRIBING

Double Bubble
Map

P

FOR COMPARING

Flow Map

5 G B

Multi-Flow
Map

FOR SEQUENCING
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FOR CAUSE

AND EFFECT

Brace Map

VWHOLE TO
PARTS

Bndge Map

78

Relating Factor

FOR ANALOGIES
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The Victory Academy 2024-25

ACADEMY

YES.
| DIDIT!
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Students | How we learn in the classroom

LEARNING

WALKTHRUS

BETTER LEARNING, STEPBYSTEP

‘A HOW WE LEARN IN THE CLASSROOM
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Acting on feedback

. STEP  STEP  STEP  STEP  STEP
Firstly try...

Then...

Lastly...

RECEIVE/ GENERATE IDENTIFY STRENGTHS  IDENTIFY TAKE THE ACTIONS. REVIEW & REPEAT.
FEEDBACK. CHECK TO REINFORCE & IMPROVEMENTS AS CLOSE THE GAPS REDUCE RELIANCE
UNDERSTANDING CONSOLIDATE ACTIONS TO TAKE

o

Receiving and acting on feedback is an essential part of a learning process. You need to know how you’re doing so you can take
action to improve.

You might receive feedback from a teacher or peer in various ways; it’s then vital to turn that into actions you can take yourself.
Understanding how to respond to feedback is key.

Aim to rely less and less on external feedback, so you can be more independent.
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Supporting your child through their GCSE years

e Form tutor

* Teachers

 Head of Year

e SLT KS4 Lead

e SLT team

» Pastoral support team
* The Bridge

« SEND team
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Promoting your overall wellbeing
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Healthy learning | The SHED method

HYDRATION EXERCISE LOOKAFTER YOUR
SHED!

Sara Milne Rowe advises that, to make better decisions and focus well, it's essential your brain is at its alert best.
That starts in your SHED: Sleep, Hydration, Exercise, Diet.

These four pillars are fundamental to managing your mood and thinking clearly, managing how you react under
pressure. Keeping your SHED well-fuelled gives you more control.

Notice which elements affect you most when they’re depleted, then build some better habits to increase your SHED
fuel and, as a consequence, fuel your brain.
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- Attendance Matters — Every School Day Counts

Classrooms full of Rewards and
students ready to learn? opportunities?
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X Attendance - Impact on Outcomes

Those with Those with under
90%+ Attendance 50-90% Attendance
Expected progress At least 1 grade below

expected progress

(on average across all subjects)

Attendance Matters
Responsibility of Everyone!
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X Attendance Matters — Every School Day Counts

ALL ABOUT 4\
175 NON SCHOOL 175 days spent on family time visits, holidays,
DAYS EACH YEAR shopping, household jobs and appointments.

10 days

1dEID Schnﬁl absence 19 days 204
ays eac absence ays
year 180 days of absence 38 days

What can you
do to help your
child’s
attendance?

education 171 days of absence 47 days

: 161 days of
education absence
190 da:?l:;‘f" education | 152 days of fEPRe 2 Ut
sndnallle i education y
education education

365 days each year

GOOD WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN
Best chance of success Less chance Not fair to your child; seriously impedes
Gives your child a flying of success, their education and their future.
start! harder to make Court action will be taken.
progress
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Attendance Matters — Every School Day Counts

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL

gq/ o+ Ee!ow—

Drastic effect on
academic achievement
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Punctuality matters

Punctuality Matters!
Lost Minutes = Lost Learning

Learning

S5 Minutes Late 10 Minutes Late 15 Minutes Late 20 Minutes Late 30 Minutes Late
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Behaviour for Learning in the classroom

Behaviour for Learning in the Classroom
Entryand Exit Routines  Uniform expectations Detentions Child-on-Childabuse systems - We Say No
Truancy Strategy Class Charts Victory Pledge & Reflection
Banneditems Warnings: Prevent>Correct>Reset
Keep Victory Tidy On Call '
Seating Plans Rewards
ReSPECt Trust Behaviour Principles .
BE Be and achieveyour
KIND \ / best
\\
\ | The Victory Academy /
\ :
. \ Curriculum Intent /
Belief \ /
WO RI( \4 High Academic Challenge Preparatlon for next
HARD [ — . stage

f; Increasing Cultural Capital

/ Recognising Diversity

Pride //
CELEBRATE Knowledge Healthyrelationships
ALL Literacy/Oracy
Student Independence
Stretchand Challenge
Thinking Tools TAC Meetings Feedback 7 Principles Retrieval
Modelling Assessment Think-Pair-Share Learning Plans/Pupil Passports ~ Questioning VICTORY
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Exploring career opportunities
4 ARMY

|Li—J CAREERS & - ..... REER?
ENTERPRISE @ . —

COMPANY MidKent 5 ;‘%uw SPONSORSHIP

College  ARMY FOUNDATION COLLEGE
University of

0 KEMNT & MEDWAY
FROGRESSION

FEDERATIOMN

[/ 4

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHANCES ‘:OICHAEETA'L\'&US'S?HOOLS




What is the VC curriculum?

Year 10

Year 11 (IAG)

Financial Decision

Transition Community Online Safety Making
Careers Financual Capability | Crime and the Law | Health and Wellbeing
Building Different . . - "

Relationships Relationships Financial Capability Politics and Me
Human Rights | Staying safe online Families Human Rights
Diversity Identt/ty a/?d Knife Crime Mental Health
Relationships
Wider World Human Rights Human Rights Issues in Relationships

IAG lessons
Career options/paths
CV writing
FE researching and
applications
Interview techniques and
role plays
LMI Labour Market
Information trends in
Medway South East
Personal Branding
Workforce preparation
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Academic interventions and support

Learning Period O

Learning Period 1 - subject tocus
‘Lunch and Learn
Learning Period 7/
Learning Period 7+

VIB In Science

Small group interventions
Reading and literacy groups

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHANCES

".'. THINKING SCHOOLS

. ACADEMY TRUST



Our reward systems

tydet
\Voice
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Students | Learning independently

LEARNING

WALKTHRUs

TTER LEARNING, STEP BY

“A LEARNING INDEPENDENTLY

)
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Some myths & weak study habits

DIFFERENT CONTENT

WATER CYCLE FRENCH ART

FORGET ABOUT INTELLIGENCE ISN'T RETRIEVING BEATS SPACE YOUR FOCUS, DON'T
LEARNING STYLES FIXED REREADING STUDYING, DON'T MULTITASK
CRAM IT

There things we might believe about learning that feel intuitive and even comforting. e.g. we may think we have a preference for
learning in a certain way, such as by listening.

We may think we were born to be better at certain subjects than others, so there’s not much we can do. These beliefs can hold us back
and are not supported by research.

We may believe we're using the best study habits to aid our learning. It may surprise us to find out that there are better ways to learn.
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Using tlashcards

FORGOTTEN? PARTIAL? INCORRECT?
£SPONp PROMPT RESPOND CHECK
v Pl IS QRSTAN
s’ &

J v

PROMPT | CHECK

GATHER A SET OF RUN THROUGH THE EXPLORE YOUR RERUN THE WRONG SHUFFLE & RETEST AT
FLASH CARDS & SET WRONG OR ANSWERS INTERVALS

CHECK YOUR INCOMPLETE

UNDERSTANDING RESPONSES

A popular tool to support revision of factual knowledge is a set of flash cards. These can be physical cards to hold in your hands or
digital versions to use online.

A good flash card has a prompt on one side that requires you to think of a specific answer or requires you to elaborate with multiple
details or give an explanation.

After generating your response, flip the card over to see the correct answer or what a good response should include.

ACADEMY TRUST
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Self-quizzing

S3ONIND3S

Question 01
Question 02
Question 03
Question 04
Question 05
Question 06
Question 07
Question 08
Question 09
Question 10 w

>>2>22>22>22>2>2>P2>>
::::::::::
mmmmmmmmmm

mmmmomoomo
Lt ot e bl BT R £
O O0OO0O0 000 oo
oCO®UO GOERN R~

GATHER OR ANSWER THE CHECK YOUR IDENTIFY AREAS YOU TEST YOURSELF
GENERATE QUIZ QUESTIONS UNAIDED ANSWERS NEED TO RESTUDY AGAIN. REPEAT
QUESTIONS

[

One of the pitfalls of studying is the illusion of familiarity: you recognise material as you reread it but this lulls you

into thinking you must know it.

¢ However it's only when you can generate responses yourself with confidence that you can really say you've

learned something.

Self-quizzing is a technique for forming the habit to test your knowledge. It works best with simple factual recall
but can also extend into more complex questions.
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Open recall AKA brain dumps

SELECTATOPIC & WRITE KEY CONCEPTS ORGANISE & CHECK ACCURACY & EXTEND DEPTH &

RELATED PROMPT IN A FREE-FLOWING CONNECT IDEAS IDENTIFY GAPS RANGE OF IDEAS
MANNER

[

When we’ve accumulated a lot of connected knowledge about a subject it can be difficult to retrieve it

in a neat, organised manner. As we mentally scan our schema, we might activate knowledge that’s
connected in a range of unpredictable ways.

Open recall allows you to retrieve information without restricting yourself too narrowly. The free flow of
this brain dump process can help to flush out a more expansive set of ideas.
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TVA website

" "

‘ OUR SCHOOL ~ LEARNWITHUS ~ WORKWITHUS LATESTNEWS CONTACTUS search B
Vv lgl‘g\RY

Students and Parents

Home / The Victory Academy / Our School / Students and Parents

ATTENDANCE &
PUNCTUALITY ’l UNIFORM & EQUIPMENT INTERNET SAFETY SCHOOL MEALS PLUSPAY .
} |
[
LETTERS HOME q NEWSLETTER WEEKLY UPDATE
|
|
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Teams — Resources and OOCL

< All teams

®

< Q. Search (Ctrl+E)

1. Out of Class Learning Posts Files (3

OOCL - Coasts - Examination questions

Due Sep 27

View assignment

Activity 2ams

TVA-2024-10B-Gg

Q General FPosts Files  Resources - Year 10 v

Latest News:

Y ACADEMY

test news ga

il

TVA-2024-10B-Gg Home page
Home page (@ Class Notebook
Class Notebaok Classwork Year 10 It ~
Classwork %y Reply

Assignments

Edit in grid view

®

‘@ Sync 21 Add shor

Assignments .
Grades N Name Modified
Grades a Assignments 01/10 1837
Reflect Reflect .
B 1. Paper 1 - Physical Geography May 20
Insights Insights
? 00CL - Coasts
Parents Parents B 2 Paper 2 - Human Geography May 20
Due Oct4
+ Main Channels View assignment . Bl 3. Paper 3 - Geographical Application May 20
* Main Channels
General G |
enera i
1. Out of Class Learning 4. Key term glossary May 20
o 1. Out of Class Learning
Geographical skills
Paper 1 - Section A Natural hazards o Reply Geographical skills f asked about May 21
Paper 1 - Section B Living world Paper 1 - Section A Natural hazards .
) _ MCQ - All Topics May 21
Paper 1 - Section C Coasts and Rivers a Assignments Friday 17:28 Paper 1 - Section B Living world
Paper 2 - 1 Section A Urban issues and chall... Paper 1 - Section C Coasts and Rivers Original Revision Decuments May 20
Paper 2 - Section C Resource management a... P 2 Section A Urban i d chall
= aper 2 - 1 5ection rban issues and chall...
Paper 2 Section B The changing economic w... OOCL - Coastal landforms : Year 10 Term & Mock May 20

Paper 3 - Fieldwork

Paper 3 - Issue evaluation

Due Oct 11

View assignment

oA, Reply

Paper 2 - Section C Resource management a...
Paper 2 Section B The changing economic w...
Paper 3 - Fieldwork

Paper 3 - Issue evaluation
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