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Art and Design



Outline of the course- 1st Year A Level

Component 1 –
Personal Investigation
This is a practical 
investigation supported by 
written material. 

You are required to conduct 
a practical investigation, into 
an idea, issue, concept or 
theme, supported by written 
material. 

The focus of the 
investigation must be 
identified independently and 
must lead to a finished 
outcome or a series of 
related finished outcomes.

Personal Investigation 
This project is all your 
coursework – 60% of your 
grade.

The project will last all of 
year 12 and half of year 13 
(until the end of January).

You will study 5 artists of 
your choosing and create 
your own research, designs, 
drawings, photography from 
this.  



Outline of the course- 2nd Year A Level

Component 1 –

Personal Investigation 
continued…

From September in year 13 
to the end of January you 
will complete your final 
designs and your final piece 
to your coursework project.

You will also complete a 
3000 word essay.

Component 2 –
Externally Set 
Assignment (Exam)

On February 1st of year 13 
you will receive a question 
paper, which will consist of 
a choice of eight questions 
to be used as starting 
points. 

You are required to select 
one and from that create a 
portfolio of work. 

The exam is worth 40% of 
your A Level grade.



A Level Assessment:

Assessed across 4 objectives over 3 projects.

60% Coursework

40% Exam

Individualised projects

Broken down into deadlines. Each deadline 
lasts approximately 2 weeks and is teacher 
assessed.

Graded as A*, A, B, C, D and E.



What will your coursework 
look like?

• Your coursework is a mixture of 
research, drawing and practical 
experimentation, photography, design 
development and written reflection and 
analysis.

• Your coursework will be presented into 
a sketchbook.

• You will pick your starting point/theme.

• You will pick 5 or more artists, that 
relate to the starting point/theme.

• All work presented will be assessed and 
be worth 60% of your overall grade.





2. The What If

What if you had to pick your 
coursework starting point now?

What would the theme to your 
project be?

Read the pack of project themes 
to get you started on your ideas.

APC



14. The Brainstorming
?

?

?
?

1. Read through all the project starting point ideas.

2. Select some that interest you (or create your own)

3. Create a mind map of ideas related to those starting points. The mind maps should include:
• Theme ideas
• Artists that relate to the theme
• Design ideas related to the artist and your own developed ideas
• Media that you could use for your design ideas and artist studies 
• Photography, what could you photograph to show research for each of your 

artist/designs?

CAF



When you start A Level 
Art you will be using your 
brainstorms that you 
have produced to create 
the first page of your 
coursework project 
sketchbook.

This is an example of a 
past A Level students 
neatly presented 
brainstorm for their 
coursework project.



Another example of a 
past A Level students 
neatly presented 
brainstorm for their 
coursework project.

This one is packed full 
of artists, inspirational 
ideas and different sub 
themes to link to the 
overall starting point of 
Natural Environment.



So in preparation of your coursework…
•One very important aspect of Art is looking at what other 

artists have done/are doing to help inspire your own work.

• Task:
To create an artist response to the work of Shamekh Bluwi.





Activity –

Remember, an artist response is not a copy of 
a piece of an artist’s work. It is the creation of 
a brand new piece of Art inspired by the 
artist.

In response to Alana Dee Haynes, choose a 
photo of someone from a magazine or 
newspaper (preferably black and white) then 
use a pen to draw interesting patterns over 
the skin of the person.

This is one that I created. Now its your turn!

When you have finished your work, email the photo to your teacher:
C.Dawkins@tsatrust.org.uk









and design

We offer 3 different qualifications for 6th form Art and Design:

A Level Art
(1 A level)

BTEC Extended 
Certificate
(=1 A level)

BTEC 
Foundation 
Diploma 

(=2 A levels) 

BTEC Extended 
Diploma 

(=3 A levels) 


