
A Level 
Media Studies

Media is a form of mass 
communication. 

How many different types 
of Media can you think of? 



Television

Online

Films

Video games Magazines

Advertising

Newspapers

Radio

Music Videos



Course Outline

Component Topics Assessed %

1 Media products, industries and audiences. 
Explores the theoretical framework of media.

Summer Exam: 2 hours 15 
minutes

35%

2 Media Forms and Products in depth. Explores key 
set products in more detail than Component 1. 

Summer Exam: 2 hours 30 
minutes

35%

3 Cross-media production. Create your own 
magazine, film marketing, music video or 
television programme.

End of year 12: 
Coursework based NEA.

30%



What’s the difference?

• The layout, media 
forms, and framework 
are very similar!

• The biggest difference is 
applying critical theory 
to analyse media 
products.





Build from GCSE knowledge:
What stereotypes can you think of for men and women? 



The way we 
talk about it

What society expects of gender roles

Where men have power and privilege

Men are ‘strong’ and ‘powerful’
Women must conform to beauty 

standards and are sexualised



Peaky Blinders was 
set in 1919 
– just after WW1

What were the 
expectations of women 
during and after the war?

Do they conform to 
Van Zoonen’s feminist 
theory?



The Women of Peaky Blinders
Start with the stereotypes:

Which stereotypes do the women conform to, and which do 
they subvert?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6By8Z6uTUQ


The Women of Peaky Blinders
How do the women of Peaky Blinders conform to, or subvert 
Van Zoonen's theory?

The way we 
talk about it

What society expects of gender roles

Where men have power and privilege

Men are ‘strong’ and ‘powerful’
Women must conform to beauty standards 

and are sexualised

Why might the producers have created these representations?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6By8Z6uTUQ

